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A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
District Manager Michael McElligott called the August 22, 2022, Regular Board Meeting 
of the Pal Mar Water Control District to order at 10:51 a.m. in the Martin County 
Commission Chambers, 2401 SE Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida 34996.  
 
B. PROOF OF PUBLICATION 
 
District Manager Michael McElligott offered Proof of Publication which showed that 
notice of the Regular Board Meeting had been published in The Palm Beach Post and in 
The Stuart News on 8/2/2022 & 8/9/2022, as legally required. 
 
C. SEAT NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
 
The newly elected Supervisor George Stokus was seated. 
 
D. ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE 
 
Ms. Viator administered the oath of office to newly elected Board Member, George 
Stokus 
 
E. ESTABLISH QUORUM 
 
A quorum was established with the following attendees: 
 
Commissioner Maria Marino Present 
Commissioner Harold Jenkins Present 
George Stokus Present 
Bob Berman Present 
Lewis Lolmaugh Present 
 
Also, in attendance were staff members:  
  
District Manager Michael McElligott Special District Services, Inc 
General Counsel Mary Viator Caldwell & Pacetti, P.A. 
District Engineer Bob Higgins Higgins Engineering 
Betsy Burden Caldwell & Pacetti, P.A. 
Bill Doney Caldwell & Pacetti, P.A. 
 
Also, in attendance were several landowners and members of the public.  
 
F. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
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Mr. Lolmaugh nominated Mr. Berman to server as Chair. Commissioner Jenkins 
nominated Commissioner Marino to serve as Chair. There being no other nominations, 
by a vote of 3-2, Commissioner Marino was elected Board Chair.  
 
Mr. Lolmaugh nominated Mr. Berman to server as Vice Chair. Commissioner Marino 
nominated Mr. Stokus to serve as Vice Chair. There being no other nominations, by a 
vote of 3-2, Mr. Stokus was elected Board Vice Chair.  
 
By a vote of 5-0 Mr. McElligott was elected to serve as Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
By a vote of 5-0, all remaining Board Members were elected to serve as Assistant 
Secretaries.  
 
 
 
G. ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
There were no addition or deletions to the agenda.   
 
H. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 1.  June 27, 2022, Regular Board Meeting 
 
There being no changes, the June 27, 2022, Regular Board Meeting minutes were 
approved as presented on a motion made by Commissioner Jenkins, seconded by Mr. 
Lolmaugh. The motion carried 5-0. 

 
 2.  July 13, 2022, Regular Board Meeting 
 
There being no changes, the July 13, 2022, Regular Board Meeting minutes were 
approved as presented on a motion made by Commissioner Jenkins, seconded by Mr. 
Lolmaugh. The motion carried 5-0. 

 
 
I. STATUS REPORTS 
 

1. Legal – Status Report 
 

District attorney Mary Viator stated that legal status report is included in the meeting 
book. She stated that most of her items have their own agenda item later in the meeting.  
 
Mrs. Viator did state that the Florida Supreme Court has declined to take up the lawsuit 
between Martin County/ SFWMD and Hobe St. Lucie Conservancy District. A Final 
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Judgement in that lawsuit has now been issued to Hobe St. Lucie Conservancy District. 
Mrs. Viator refreshed the Board that the results of the lawsuit will apply to Pal-Mar WCD 
even though Pal-Mar WCD did not join in any appeals. As a result, it would be 
appropriate to seek a Final Judgment for Pal-Mar WCD also. After some discussion, a 
motion was made by Mr. Lolmaugh, with a second by Commissioner Jenkins to 
authorize Mrs. Viators office to seek a Final Judgement in Pal-Mar WCD’s name. That 
motion passed 5-0.  
  

2. Engineer – Status Report 
 

Mr. Higgins updated the Board that through his conversations with SFWMD, it has been 
determined that the culvert installed by the Trailside landowner is located in the works of 
Pal-Mar WCD. Martin County is currently pursuing corrective action. After some 
discussion, there was a motion made by Commissioner Jenkins, with a second from Mr. 
Stokus to send a notice to the Trailside owner that they have 60 days to remove the 
culvert or Pal-Mar WCD will remove it using our existing maintenance contract at the 
owner’s cost. The motion passed 5-0.  
 
There was also some discussion regarding the 298 language and prior minutes being sent 
to Martin County, Palm Beach County, and SFWMD to remind them that Pal-Mar WCD 
needs to be included in permitting action when the permit affects Pal-Mar WCD land. 
Mr. McElligott state that this was actually an agenda item later in the meeting, Old 
Business # 5. He also stated that the minutes just approved at this meeting were the 
minutes needing to be sent, so that can now be done after this meeting.  
 

3. District Manager Report 
 

Mr. McElligott stated that all his item is covered as separate agenda items. Mr. 
McElligott asked the Board if there are any objections to canceling September 1st meeting 
as it is only a week away. There were no objections.  
 

4. Field Maintenance Report 
 

Mr. Gazza stated that at this point it still looks bad out there. Mr. Lolmaugh updated the 
Board that the new mowing contractor just started last Thursday, starting at Beeline 
Highway game crossing gate. Mr. Gazza warrened that the mowing contractor needs to 
careful of trespassing. Mr. Lolmaugh stated that he had already updated SFWMD about 
the mowing work and he received permission from SFWMD for the mowing contractor. 
There was discussion on getting updates with the mower as he progresses. Mr. Gazza said 
he will be happy to check up on the progress. Commissioner Marino asked that we get an 
update report from the mower for the next meeting. Mr. Gazza suggested that we add the 
map to the contract as backup.  
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J. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Update on Proposed Question for an Attorney General’s Opinion 
Regarding Pal-Mar WCD Granting of Easements 

 
 
This item is being combined with the discussion for Old Business Item # 2 next.  
 

2. Consider Granting and Recording of Drainage, Utility and Ingress/Egress 
Easement to Landowners on the Map Over the District’s Three Parcels 
Extending from Beeline Highway to the Jupiter Grade 

 
Commissioner Jenkins stated that these 2 items, Old Business Item # 1 and #2 should go 
away. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Jenkins, with a 
second from Mr. Stokus, to reverse direction and put to bed any discussion regarding the 
proposed question for an Attorney General’s Opinion and regarding granting and 
recording an easement on the three parcels owned by Pal-Mar WCD. That motion passed 
4-1, with Mr. Berman voting no.  
 
 

3. Update Regarding Litigation 
 
Mrs. Viator already updated the Board on the litigation during her Legal Report earlier in 
the meeting.  
 

4. Update Regarding Mowing 
 
This update was covered during the Field Maintenance report earlier in the meeting.  
 

5. Update On Sending Minutes and 298 Language to Martin County, Palm 
Beach County, and SFWMD regarding Outside Landowners Obtaining a 
Permit from Pal-Mar WCD 

 
This item was covered during the Engineers report earlier in the meeting.  
 

6. Update On Amended Email from Mr. McElligott dated 6/24/2022 
 
Mr. McElligott reminded the Board that they requested he send out an amendment to an 
email he originally sent on 6/24/2022 to clarify statements made regarding assessments 
being paid in full. Mr. McElligott pointed to his amended email in the Board package. 
There were no further questions regarding it. 
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7. Consider Resolution No 2022-03 Fiscal year 2022/2023 Budget 
 

   Mr. McElligott presented Resolution No. 2022-03: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-03 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE 
PAL- MAR   WATER   CONTROL   DISTRICT   APPROVING   A   
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022/2023. 

 
 
 
Mr. McElligott reminded the Board that they had previously approved a budget at $12.00 
per acre, which was used for the TRIM notices sent out. The Board had requested to 
bring back the budget to make a final decision to leave it at $12.00 or change it. Mr. 
McElligott reminded the Board that the rate can only remain the same or be decreased 
from TRIM to the final rate. There was lots of discussion regarding the need for $12.00 
per acre considering the funds collected this year and the larger than normal fund balance 
the District current has. After a long discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner 
Jenkins, with a second from Mr. Berman, to approve a Fiscal Year 2022/2023 budget that 
sets the per acre rate at $9.00 per acre. The motion passed 5-0.  
 
 
 
K. NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

1. Consider Approval of Updated Special District Services, Inc Management 
Contract 

 
Mr. McElligott refreshed the Board that he had brought up the topic of a 
contract rate increase at a prior meeting and had included the increased 
amount in the Final Budget the Board approved. This is item is to approve the 
formal contract with the increased rate. There were some questions about 
specific tasks listed in the fees chart, specifically some of the Bond related 
task. Mr. McElligott explained that those are standard in Special District 
Services, Inc contracts, and that those would only come into play if the Board 
issued Bonds. There was also a question about the termination clause which 
Mr. McElligott was able to answer.  
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After the Board discussion, Mr. Berman made a motion to approve the 
Special District Services, Inc. contract presented. There was a second by 
Commissioner Jenkins. That motion carried 5-0.  
 

2. Consider Renewal Move Future Meetings to the Martin County 
Commission Chambers and Hire Law Enforcement 

 
Mr. McElligott explained that he had received a request to have all future 
meetings moved to the Martin County Commission Chambers and consider hiring 
law enforcement. Commissioner Jenkins explained that he made the request. After 
some discussion it was consensus of the Board that we do not need to hire 
additional law enforcement, that what ever law enforcement is already around will 
suffice. There was also some discussion regarding 9:30am or 10:00am start time.  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Jenkins to move all future Board meetings 
to the Martin County Commission Chambers at 10:00am, using the Blake Library 
as a backup option if the Commission Chambers are not available. There was a 
second by Mr. Berman. That motion carried 5-0.  
    

3. Discussion Regarding Invitation to Participate at the SFWMD Resiliency 
Coordination Forum Meeting 

 
       Mr. Higgins explained the item to the Board and stated it is the Boards decision to 
have him go. Mr. Berman asked Mr. Higgins if he was planning on being there already? 
Mr. Higgins said no, he was not. Commissioner Marino stated that the Counties would 
have representatives there that can report back, Mr. Higgins does not need to go.   

 
4. Update the Board on Invasive Plant Treatment 

 
Mr. Higgins informed the Board the Dr. Reinhart had notified the District that 
SFWMD would be entering into Pal-Mar WCD as part of their invasive species 
control work. Dr. Reinhart was present at the meeting and gave a brief overview 
of the work. The Board stated that they have no problem with SFWMD 
proceeding, but they stressed that the Pal-Mar WCD Board is not giving SFWMD 
permission to be on any private lands in Pal-Mar WCD.  

 
5. Update on Conversation with FDOT & SFWMD regarding Flooding 

Caused by Beeline Highway Project 
 
  

Mr. Higgins updated the Board. Mr. Higgins had contacted SFWMD about the 
issue, and SFWMD stated they had already contacted FDOT about the issue. Mr. 
Higgins explained that the pine tree die off was caused by beetles, which were 
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caused by stress, which was most likely caused by the standing water. 
Unfortunately, all the damage is already done. Mr. Berman asked Mr. Higgins if 
FDOT was addressing private property flooding caused by the Beeline Highway 
widening project not addressing runoff properly? Mr. Higgins explained that he 
cannot say if the drainage there now is equivalent to what was there prior, but to 
get FDOT to make changes now would be unlikely.  
 
After some more Board discussion, the Board consensus was to have Mr. Higgins 
continue to talk to FDOT and SFWMD about the additional water coming back 
onto Pal-Mar WCD landowner’s land.  
 

 
6. Update on Pal-Mar WCD Perimeter Berm Height Requirement 
 
  

Mr. McElligott reminded the Board of this conversation that was brought up by 
Mr. Lolmaugh previously. Mr. Higgins explained that the perimeter berm does 
not have a stated standard height in the Water Control Plan. The original design 
was to be able to block a 100-year flood event. Mr. Higgins said it would be 
proper for the Board to maintain the berm height, but it is not a requirement. Mr. 
Higgins stated that the average height is 3 feet, but that the height varies all over 
the berm. Mr. Lolmaugh stated that he feels it has been degraded over time by 
landowners and should probably be addressed. It was the consensus of the Board 
to have Mr. Higgins what the berm specifications should be. Then, once the past 
unpaid funds have been received the Board can move forward with the Berm.   
 
 

L. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 

1. Financial Report 
 
Mr. McElligott pointed out the financial report in the Board book and explained that this 
has already been covered during the budget discussion. Also, Mr. McElligott pointed out 
the district audit had been received. Commissioner Marino pointed out that on page 4 the 
auditor had used the term “resident” which should be “landowner” as there are no 
residents in Pal-Mar WCD. Mr. McElligott said he would let the auditors know about the 
needed correction.  
 

2. Consider Invoices 
 
The invoices were approved, as presented, on a motion made by Mr. Berman, seconded 
by Commissioner Jenkins, and the motion carried 5-0. 
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M. LANDOWNER ITEMS 
 
Tommy Crowe asked about the letter some landowners received regarding what you can 
and can not have on your property. Mr. McElligott and Mr. Berman explained that those 
letters did not come from Pal-Mar WCD, that they most likely came from Martin County. 
The Board reminded the residents that Pal-Mar WCD Board has no zoning authority, that 
the landowners would need to talk to Martin County regarding that.  
 
George Rodriguez feels there needs to be more done about the flooding issue caused by 
the Beeline Highway project. Commissioner Marino explained that we are still 
communicating with FDOT and SFWMD regarding the issue.  
 
Mr. Gazza asked that the Board is clear, that they are not giving SFWMD permission to 
enter private landowners’ property for the invasive species work. Mr. Gazza reiterated 
that if FWC needs to cross his private property they need to seek his permission. Mr. 
Berman agreed that Pal-Mar WCD Board did not give FWC permission to go on private 
landowner’s land.  
 
Mr. Gazza also explained that the last time he attempted to do any grading for Pal-Mar 
WCD maintenance he was stopped by FWC officers. Mr. Gazza asked that FWC relay to 
all of their officers that Pal-Mar WCD can perform the grading maintenance.  
 
N. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 
Linda Smith congratulated the District on concluding the landowner’s election and asked 
the Pal-Mar WCD Board to continue to be stewards of the land.  
 
Gail Ladd expressed concerns coming from Trailside residents regarding hunting and 
4wheeler riding scaring the horses.  
 
O. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Berman wanted to let any landowner that still has objections regarding the 
landowner’s election, that the appropriate venue for that is the circuit courts. Mr. Viator 
confirmed that is correct. Mr. Berman asked if the courts could change the election 
results, and Mrs. Viator said yes, they could. Mr. Berman asked who the defendant would 
be in those cases? Mrs. Viator said the Pal-Mar WCD would be the defendant. Mr. 
Berman asked then if Pal-Mar WCD would have to pay to defend itself and Mrs. Viator 
said yes.  
 
Mr. Lolmaugh asked if Pal-Mar needed to look into doing an updated 5-year facility 
report. Mrs. Viator stated that amendments to the WCP can count for facility reports, but 
that she would look into if we are due for something.   
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P. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, at 12:37 pm a motion to 
adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Marino, with a second by 
Commissioner Jenkins. The motion carried unanimously 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ________________________________ 
Secretary/Assistant Secretary   Chair/Vice-Chair 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-04 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE 
PAL-MAR WATER CONTROL DISTRICT AUTHORIZING AND 
ADOPTING AN AMENDED FINAL FISCAL YEAR 2021/2022 
BUDGET, PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 189, FLORIDA STATUTES; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the Pal-Mar Water Control District (hereinafter 
the “District”) is empowered to provide a funding source and to impose special assessments upon 
the properties within the District; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the District has prepared for consideration and approval an amended final 
fiscal year 2020/2021 budget. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE PAL-MAR WATER CONTROL DISTRICT, THAT: 
  

                  Section 1. The Amended Operating Fund and Debt Service Fund Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021/2022 attached hereto as Exhibit “A” is hereby approved and adopted. 

 
 Section 2. The Secretary/Assistant Secretary of the District is authorized to execute 

any and all necessary transmittals, certifications or other acknowledgements or writings, as 
necessary, to comply with the intent of this Resolution. 

 
 

PASSED, ADOPTED and EFFECTIVE this 3rd day of November, 2022 
. 
 

 

ATTEST: PAL-MAR 
 WATER CONTROL DISTRICT 
 
 
 
 
 
By:  By:  
 Secretary/Assistant Secretary Chairperson/Vice Chairperson 
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  Fiscal Year 2021/2022

  October 1, 2021 - September 30, 2022
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 12:03 PM
 10/24/22
 Accrual Basis

 Pal Mar Water Control District
 Custom Transaction Detail Report

 August 15 through October 24, 2022

Type Date Num Name Memo Debit Credit

Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator

Legal Fees Bill Pmt -Check 09/01/2022 1833 Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator Invoice #130012 Legal Services June 2022-July 2022 14,229.85

Bill Pmt -Check 10/01/2022 1838 Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator Invoice #130150 Legal Services July 2022 8,209.49

Total Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator 22,439.34 0.00

Higgins Engineering, Inc.

Engineer Fees Bill 08/15/2022 2174 Higgins Engineering, Inc. Inv #2174 Engineer Services 07.16.22-08.15.22 2,152.80

Bill Pmt -Check 09/01/2022 1834 Higgins Engineering, Inc. Inv #2174 Engineer Services 07.16.22-08.15.22 2,152.80

Bill 09/15/2022 2199 Higgins Engineering, Inc. Inv #2199 Engineer Services 08.16.22-09.15.22 1,686.80

Bill Pmt -Check 10/01/2022 1840 Higgins Engineering, Inc. Inv #2199 Engineer Services 08.16.22-09.15.22 1,686.80

Total Higgins Engineering, Inc. 3,839.60 3,839.60

Special District Services, Inc.

Management Fees Bill 08/31/2022 2022-0808 Special District Services, Inc. Management Fees 2,501.37

Bill Pmt -Check 09/01/2022 1836 Special District Services, Inc. Management Fees 2,501.37

Bill 09/29/2022 2022-1510 Special District Services, Inc. Assessment Roll Preparatipn (per agreement) 2022 5,000.00

Bill 09/30/2022 2022-0919 Special District Services, Inc. Management Fees 3,513.29

Bill Pmt -Check 10/01/2022 1842 Special District Services, Inc. 8,513.29

Total Special District Services, Inc. 11,014.66 11,014.66

Miscellaneous

CA Florida Holdings, LLC
Bill Pmt -Check 09/01/2022 1832 CA Florida Holdings, LLC Statement #4772739 Acct#730557 Notice of LO Mtg & Reg Board Mtg 480.48

Total CA Florida Holdings, LLC 480.48 0.00

Egis Insurance & Risk Advisors

Bill 10/01/2022 16640 Egis Insurance & Risk Advisors Invoice #16640 Renew Policy #100122051 10/1/22-10/1/23 6,291.00

Bill Pmt -Check 10/01/2022 1839 Egis Insurance & Risk Advisors Invoice #16640 Renew Policy #100122051 10/1/22-10/1/23 6,291.00

Total Egis Insurance & Risk Advisors 6,291.00 6,291.00

Lumberjack Land Management LLC

Bill 08/27/2022 1027 Lumberjack Land Management LLC Invoice #1027 Lawn Maintenance Aug 2022 1,000.00

Bill Pmt -Check 09/01/2022 1835 Lumberjack Land Management LLC Invoice #1027 Lawn Maintenance Aug 2022 1,000.00

Bill 09/27/2022 1028 Lumberjack Land Management LLC Invoice #1028 Lawn Maintenance Sept 2022 1,000.00

Bill Pmt -Check 10/01/2022 1841 Lumberjack Land Management LLC Invoice #1028 Lawn Maintenance Sept 2022 1,000.00

Total Lumberjack Land Management LLC 2,000.00 2,000.00

Roberts, Reynolds, Bedard & Tuzzio, LLC
Bill 09/30/2022 68491 Roberts, Reynolds, Bedard & Tuzzio, LLC Bill #68491 Professional Services thru 09.30.22 555.00

Total Roberts, Reynolds, Bedard & Tuzzio, LLC 0.00 555.00

Timothy D Wallace Lawn Service

Bill 08/25/2022 2022 Timothy D Wallace Lawn Service Invoice #2022 Lawn Maint Aug 2022 16,440.00

Bill Pmt -Check 09/01/2022 1837 Timothy D Wallace Lawn Service Invoice #2022 Lawn Maint Aug 2022 16,440.00

Bill 09/27/2022 2023 Timothy D Wallace Lawn Service Invoice #2023 Lawn Maint Sept 2022 16,440.00

Bill Pmt -Check 10/01/2022 1843 Timothy D Wallace Lawn Service Invoice #2023 Lawn Maint Sept 2022 16,440.00

Total Timothy D Wallace Lawn Service 32,880.00 32,880.00
TOTAL 78,945.08 56,580.26
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