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Palm Beach Post, The
Dec. 31, 2019
Miscellaneous Notices

PAL MAR WATER CONTROL DISTRICT NOTICE OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Regular Board Meeting of the Pal Mar Water Control District will be held at 9:30 a.m. on January 9, 2020, at the Old Jupiter Town Hall located at 1000 Town Hall Avenue, Jupiter, Florida 33458. The purpose of the Regular Board Meeting is to transact any business to come before the Board. A copy of the Agenda for this meeting may be obtained from the District's website or by contacting the District Manager at 561-630-4922 and/or toll free at 1-877-737-4922. The meeting may be continued as found necessary to a time and place specified on the record. If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings and such person may need to insure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made at his or her own expense and which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the appeal is based. In accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations or an interpreter to participate at this meeting should contact the District Manager at 561-630-4922 and/or toll free at 1-877-737-4922 at least seven (7) days prior to the date of the meeting. Meetings may be cancelled from time to time without advertised notice. Pal Mar Water Control District www.palmarwcd.org 12-31/2019
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Stuart News
Dec. 31, 2019
Miscellaneous Notices

PAL MAR WATER CONTROL DISTRICT NOTICE OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Regular Board Meeting of the Pal Mar Water Control District will be held at 9:30 a.m. on January 9, 2020, at the Old Jupiter Town Hall located at 1000 Town hall Avenue, Jupiter, Florida 33458. The purpose of the Regular Board Meeting is to transact any business to come before the Board. A copy of the Agenda for this meeting may be obtained from the District's website or by contacting the District Manager at 561-630-4922 and/or toll free at 1-877-737-4922. The meeting may be continued as found necessary to a time and place specified on the record. If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings and such person may need to insure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made at his or her own expense and which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the appeal is based. In accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations or an interpreter to participate at this meeting should contact the District Manager at 561-630-4922 and/or toll free at 1-877-737-4922 at least seven (7) days prior to the date of the meeting. Meetings may be cancelled from time to time without advertised notice. Pal Mar Water Control District www.palmarwcd.org PUBLISH: STUART NEWS 12/31/19 TCN3971186
file_2.bin
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PAL MAR WATER CONTROL DISTRICT REGULAR BOARD MEETING NOVEMBER 7, 2019


	CALL TO ORDER


District Manager Michael McElligott called the November 7, 2019, Regular Board Meeting of the Pal Mar Water Control District to order at 9:32 a.m. at the Old Jupiter Town Hall, 1000 Town Hall Avenue, Jupiter, Florida 33458.

	PROOF OF PUBLICATION


Proof of publication was presented to show that notice of the Regular Board Meeting and Public Hearing was published in the Palm Beach Post and in the Stuart News on September 24, 2019, as legally required.

	ESTABLISH QUORUM


A quorum was established with the following attendees:

Commissioner Hal Valeche
Present
Commissioner Sarah Heard
Present
Zach Gazza
Present
Bob Berman
Present
Frank Sardinha, Jr.
Present

Also, in attendance were staff members:

District Manager Michael McElligott
Special District Services, Inc
General Counsel Mary Viator
Caldwell & Pacetti, P.A.
General Counsel Betsy Burden
Caldwell & Pacetti, P.A.
District Engineer Bob Higgins
Higgins Engineering

Also in attendance were several landowners and members of the public.

	ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA


There were no additions or deletions.

	APPROVAL OF MINUTES


	October 3, 2019, Regular Board Meeting



Mr. Sardinha noted a spelling mistake under item K, third line. The word “threatening” was spelled wrong. Mr. McElligott indicated that would be changed.
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The October 3, 2019, Special Board Meeting minutes were approved as amended on a
motion made by Mr. Sardinha, seconded by Mr. Gazza, and the motion carried 5-0.


	STATUS REPORTS


	Legal – Status Report


District Counsel Mary Viator stated that the legal status report is included in the meeting book and that any other item she has have their own agenda item later in the meeting.


	Engineer – Status Report


Mr. Higgins let the Board know that most of his items are covered as separate agenda items later in the meeting.

Mr. Higgins did mention a letter from FDEP regarding the BMAP process that he just received 2 days before the meeting. Mr. Higgins explained that the suggestions for Pal- Mar are minimal. Mr. Higgins did state he would need to respond to the FDEP. He said he has told FDEP before that there is not much else Pal-Mar can do beyond what they are already doing to improve water quality, but that we understand their suggestions.


	District Manager Report


Mr. McElligott did not have anything other than the items later in the agenda.


	OLD BUSINESS


	Update Regarding Martin County Litigation


Mrs. Burden explained that depositions have continued going forward and that the scheduled mediation is coming up soon. Mr. Sardinha asked if SFWMD was going to be at the upcoming scheduled mediation. Mrs. Burden said yes, and the judge has instructed SFWMD to engage in meaningful mediation. MR. Sardinha also asked about the depositions and how they were going and why certain people were being deposed when it appears they didn’t have much to do with the issue at hand. Mrs. Burden indicated that some of those being deposed we done so as a result of items coming up in discovery.
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Mr. Berman, the selected representative at for the Pal-Mar Board indicated that he has a medical procedure coming up and feels it would be prudent to nominate an alternate in case he cannot make it to the mediation. One suggestion was Mr. Peter Pimentel with Special District Services, since he will already be at the mediation representing the Hobe St. Lucie CD Board.

Commissioner Heard asked for clarification of what powers the Board representative has in the mediation. Mrs. Viator explained that the Board representative cannot bind the District to anything. Anything discussed at the mediation has to come back to the whole Board for approval. There was some discussion regarding what kind of things could be negotiated with SFWMD, it was determined that really, this would not be negotiating a different rate with SFWMD, it would most likely be to charge them via a contract instead of on the tax bills, but to charge them the same rate.

Mr. Sardinha also wanted to make sure all the parties involved are aware, and that it’s in the record that there is a lease between FWC and SFWMD on a large portion of the SFWMD land and that lease does discuss paying the assessments.

After further discussion, there was a motion made by Mr. Sardinha, with a second by Mr. Berman to nominate Board Member Zach Gaza as the alternate Board representative for the mediation in the event Mr. Berman cannot attend. That motion passed 5-0.


	Update Regarding Damaged Culvert Replacement


Mr. Higgins and Mr. McElligott explained that we contacted FWC for access through one of their gates to monitor Mr. Beaton with the replacement of the culvert. Mr. McElligott was told over the phone that FWC had some easement issues they wished to discuss with the District engineer, Mr. Higgins before granting access and told Mr. McElligott to have Mr. Higgins set up a meeting with their office. Until this meeting occurs, the culver replacement will need to be put on hold. After some discussion, there was a motion made Mr. Sardinha, with a second by Mr. Gaza to have staff prepare and send a letter to FWC, with a copy to SFWMD, to demand access for Pal-Mar WCD and to set up a meeting between FWC and Pal-Mar. The motion passed 5-0.


	NEW BUSINESS



	Consider Regarding Unpermitted Activity Within Hungryland WEA


There was discussion regarding crossings across canals in Hungryland and it was noted by Mr. Beaton and Mr. Gaza that some of these crossings do not have culverts in them.
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There was discussion that this could be one of the issues causing the slow drainage. Mr. Beaton also provided a letter regarding a drive FWC put in a while ago that blocks a ditch that could also be impeding historical flow. Mr. Beaton claims that FWC is denying they put this driveway in.

In addition to this dive way, Mr. Gaza stated that he has seen some of the crossing that lack culverts and there is a visible water level difference on the opposite sides of these crossings. After a lengthy discussion the Board directed staff to do some more research into these crossing and how they were addressed in the water control plan. It was also stated that the access issues with FWC must be resolved first before more can be done with these issues.

	Discussion Regarding Hungryland Lease Area.


This item was combined with the previous item and discussed as one.

	Discussion Regarding FDOT’s Equalizing Culverts.


Mr. Higgins pointed to a map in the meeting book that shows the FDOT equalizing culverts. Mr. Higgins went into a brief discussion regarding the general drainage and flow patterns in the district using the map. Mr. Higgins explained that there is a high number of culverts. Mr. Higgins stated that when looking at things we can try to help drainage in the existing water control plan. There were some questions from the Board regarding the type and locations of the culverts and it was asked if we could clean them without the need of permits. The answer is yes.

	Consider Resolution No. 2019-03 – Adopting a Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Amended Budget


Mr. McElligott presented the Amended Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Budget that is in the meeting book.

There was some discussion regarding the higher than expected revenues. Mr. McElligott explained that these were the result of the tax certificate sale in Palm beach County and that those are more of a one-time thing, and should not be counted on in the future. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Sardinha, seconded by Mr. Gaza to approve Resolution No. 2019-03 – Adopting a Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Amended Budget. That motion carried 5-0.


	Status of formal Objection to Permit Application for Cypress Creek restoration Phase II Project.
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Mrs. Burden explained that to make sure that all was prepared correctly for the formal objection, we put in a request for a 10 day extension to file. The extension was granted and the formal objection will be filed shortly. Once the objection is filed, the next step will be to have it assigned to a judge. Mrs. Burden explained that once the process begins and assigned to the judge this is an expedited process and could be completed in the next 90 days.


	Update	from	District	Counsel	regarding	Board	Involvement	in Landowner Access.


Mrs. Viator pointed to the memo that was in the meeting book regarding the research she did into the issue. There was a lengthy discussion that followed. The main points being that the district has drainage, canal, and levy easements. These are easements for specific purposes, for drainage and repair of the works of the District. These are not road easements and the landowners and the public do not have a right to use those canal  banks for vehicle access. Each landowner has their own access easements on their property that has nothing to do with the district canals. The District has signs posted to let the landowners know that you cannot disrupt the works of the District which are the canal banks. The District is not preventing access to anyone’s private land, the District is stating that there is no vehicular access on the canal easements because that would damage the works of the District. Also, to be clear, the District is not obligated to provide any roads or vehicle access to the private landowners. All landowners have access that is not part of the works of the District. After some more discussion regarding definitions and meanings of the different types of easements, it was clarified that landowners all have legal access, which is not the same as physical road access.


	AUDITOR SELECTION COMMITTEE


	Ranking of Proposals/Consider Selection of an Auditor


The Board convened as the Audit Selection Committee. Mr. McElligott presented the audit proposals received from the RFP for audit services. There was only one proposal received, from Grau & Associates, the current auditor of the District. After a brief discussion regarding the purpose and requirements of the audit, a motion was made by Commissioner Heard, with a second from Commissioner Valeche to approve the proposal from Grau & Associates. That motion assed 5-0.

	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS


	Financial Report
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Mr. McElligott briefly reviewed the financial report in the meeting book and answered any questions of the Board. There was no further action required.

	Consider Invoices


The invoices were approved, as presented, on a motion made by Commissioner Valeche, seconded by Mr. Berman and the motion carried 5-0.

	LANDOWNER ITEMS


Landowner T.J. Mansell stated he thought there should be discussion by the Board about the monies received from the tax certificates earlier in the year being used to start back up a mowing program. Mr. Mansell also asked if there were any other Board members at a meeting with FWC that occurred on August 30th. Mr. Berman stated that there were no other Board members. Mr. Mansell handed out an email printout regarding that meeting. Mr. Mansell also asked who requested the meeting to which Mr. Berman said he requested the meeting. Mr. Mansell also requested that the Board work to drain the land.

Mr. Lomaugh said that when Marin County representatives were at the Pal-Mar meeting several months ago, he spoke to them and they stated the Martin County is responsible to clean the culverts under Pratt-Whitney Road. Mr. Lomaugh stated that he has noticed that when spoil goes through those culverts a horseshoe forms on the other side that eventual builds up and restricts flow, and that he has not seen Martin County out there cleaning it out and the district may need to look into that.

Landowner Beaton asked if Martin County ever provided the water collection data. Mr. Higgins said yes. Mr. Beaton stated that he feels the problem might be with absorption rates which are negatively affected by water held back upstream.


	COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA


There were no comments from the Public.

	BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS


Mr. Gaza asked if we were aware of any permits issued by the District. While district staff was not aware of any permits issued by Pal-Mar in at least the last 10 years or so, staff stated they would have to verify that information after looking at the records.

Mr Gaza also asked if he as a Board member could go out to inspect the works of the District with the District Engineer, Mr. Higgins. The answer is yes. Mr. Gaza asked about the procedure to fix issues once they are determined, such as, are we required to bid out
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all work. Mrs. Viator explained that bids are only required at a certain cost amount. The type of fixes being described would fall well under the threshold. It was consensus of the Board that the appropriate action was to have Mr. Gaza and Mr. Higgins go out and inspect these crossings and bring back their findings and recommendations to the Board.

Mr. Gaza also asked why this particular 298 has 5 Board members when all the other ones he has witnessed only had 3. Mr. Viator explained to him that Pal-Mar was done as a special act which called for the additional 2 Board members and specified that they are appointed by the 2 counties. Mr. Gaza asked staff to send him and email of the special act following the meeting.


	ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business to come before the Board, at 12:03 am a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Berman, with a second by Mr. Sardinha. The motion carried unanimously.







Secretary/Assistant Secretary	Chair/Vice-Chair
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:	Board of Supervisors of the Pal-Mar Water Control District FROM:	Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
DATE:	December 23, 2019

RE:	Legal Status Report for the January 9, 2020 Board of Supervisors’ Meeting
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The following is a summary of the work in progress and status thereof for the Pal-Mar Water Control District:
	Coordinated with the District re: Administrative Issues


	Non-Ad Valorem Assessments and Budget Coordination


	SFWMD Budget Issues/Follow Up Coordination Regarding Collection of SFWMD’s Non-Ad Valorem Assessments


	Martin County/Coordinated, Researched and Followed Up Regarding Defense of Martin County’s and South Florida Water Management District's Lawsuit Relating to Non-Payment of District Assessments:


	Use by Martin County of Chapter 194 to Challenge District Assessments


	Request for Declaratory Judgment/Waiver of Chapter 164 Procedures


	Memorandum provided under Agenda Item "Update Regarding Martin County Litigation"


Mediation was held November 18, 2019. A separate Update regarding the litigation has been prepared and discussed as a separate Agenda Item.

	District issues related to Access/Fish and Wildlife Commission
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	Cypress Creek Restoration Project/FDEP:


The Board directed an Objection be filed to the Issuance of the proposed Permit. A Petition for Administrative Hearing was prepared along with a Motion requesting an Extension for Filing the initial Petition. An Order of Extension was granted. The initial Petition was timely filed on November 12, 2019. FDEP has objected to the Petition on the basis that it does not believe the District has standing to challenge the permit. We have filed the Amended Petition which addresses these objections and are awaiting the assignment of the matter to the Division of Administrative Hearing (DOAH),
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TO:	Board of Supervisors
FROM:	Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator, LLP DATE:	December 23, 2019
RE:	Pal-Mar Water Control District / Update Regarding Martin County Lawsuit
==========================================================================
The following is an update on the litigation filed by Martin County (“the County”) and South Florida Water Management District (“South Florida”), as follows:

ANSWER AND DEFENSES FILED:

On March 7, 2019, the Court denied the Motion for Summary Judgment filed by South Florida. It also denied the Districts’ Motion to Dismiss Complaint, Motion to Abate Complaint, or, in the Alternative, Motion for More Definite Statement. The District's insurance counsel timely filed an Answer and Defenses to South Florida's Complaint. South Florida filed a Motion to Strike Affirmative Defenses in response to same.

A hearing was held on May 23, 2019 on the Motion to Strike Affirmative Defenses filed by South Florida concerning certain affirmative defenses raised by the District. The Judge granted the Motion as to 4 or 5 of the defenses raised by the District with leave for the District to amend its defenses to provide additional specificity as to each defense. The District has timely filed an Amended Answer and Defenses.

South Florida filed a Motion to Dispense with Mediation, to which insurance counsel filed an objection. A hearing was held on this matter on October 15, 2019, at which the Judge denied South Florida's Motion to Dispense with Mediation. The Judge ordered the parties to engage in "meaningful mediation" and expressly recommended a "compromise".

Mediation was held November 18, 2019. Details are confidential and the District Attorneys may request at some point an attorney-client executive session pursuant to Chapter 286, F.S. An impasse was reached with SFWMD, and also afterward with Martin County. The parties have discussed dispensing with a second mediation otherwise required by the judge. It is anticipated that both Plaintiffs will file Motions for Summary Judgment.
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DISCOVERY:

The County finally responded to the Districts’ Request to Produce after multiple deadline extensions. The County’s response consists of substantial documents which are being reviewed. The County has also responded to the First and Second Requests for Admissions filed on behalf of
Hobe-St. Lucie Conservancy District (each District is allowed a certain amount of Discovery Requests).

South Florida has replied to the First Request for Admissions filed on behalf of Hobe-St.
Lucie Conservancy District and raised objections to same, to which a Motion to Compel was filed. South Florida has also responded to the Districts’ Request to Produce, and a Motion to Compel was filed in response to its objections.

On April 4, 2019, South Florida filed a First Request for Admissions. Insurance counsel has timely filed a Response.

South Florida has also filed a Request for Production and Interrogatories to the Districts, to which Responses have been timely filed. South Florida objected to the sufficiency of the Districts' responses, and after somewhat substantial negotiations, the Districts amended their responses which will presumably satisfy South Florida's objections.

Insurance Counsel has recommended additional Requests for Admissions and Interrogatories.

DEPOSITIONS:

Insurance counsel for the Districts has taken the depositions of:
	Don G. Donaldson, Deputy County Administrator of Martin County;
	Ray Palmer, Real Estate Division, South Florida Water Management District, as both the person with the most knowledge and Corporate Representative of South Florida Water Management District;
	Carla Segura, Real Property Manager, Martin County Engineering.
	Steve Coughlin, South Florida's Section Administrator, Land Stewardship.


Rebecca Elliott, Water Policy Liaison, Florida Department of Agriculture ("FDOA"), has filed an Affidavit in this matter.

Please let our office know if you have any questions.
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HIGGINS ENGINEERING, INC.
December 03, 2019

MEMORANDUM

TO: ROBE ST. LUCIE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT and PAL-MAR
WATER CONTROL DISTRICT	rJ
THROUGH:  Robert Higgins, PE - District Engir( 'U)
FROM: Alan Hall, PE, D. WRE
 I f 1i,/

Proposed Special District Best Management Practices (BMPs)
- - I'o Meet St. Lucie Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) Requirements
December 03, 2019

The Special Districts will be required to implement specific canal and right-of-way BMPs to be compliant with the BMAP. The list below  describes  proposed  activities  for  each  special  district based on the activities and land uses within  the district.  Prior to adopting a revised St. Lucie BMAP,  the details for the required activities will be finalized by DEP and the special district representatives.

FDEP Proposed Special District BMPs with Special District Comments:

The following BMPs are proposed for each special district for compliance with the St. Lucie BMAP. Each year, during the annual report information collection  period,  the  special districts  will  confirm that these activities continue in their canals and rights-of-way  and  will  provide  specific  details  on each activity as specified below.

FDEP Proposed BMP 1 - Routine Canal Sediment Removal

	Remove sediment on a regular basis from the canals. When removing the sediment, care should be taken to avoid creating steep banks that will continue to erode and add sediments into the canals. Bank stabilization should be used, where needed. Sediments removed must be disposed in a location where they will not be able to reenter the canal.


a. Rep01t: Regular maintenance activities - Dates when sediment removal activities occurred, volume of sediment removed, and sediment disposal location.

Special District Comments:

Hobe St. Lucie Conservancy District - Proposed BMP 1 is reasonable and acceptable to HSLCD.

Pal-Mar Water Control District - Proposed BMP l js not necessary as the lands  within Pal-Mar WCD are to be kept as natural and undeveloped and no sedimentation  should  occur and therefore would not be required to be removed.

4623 Fo. rest Hill Blvd., Suite 113
 West Palm Beach, FL 33415
. (561) 439-7807
 
Water Resources - Environmental
 FAX (561) 439-0026
FDEP Proposed BMP 2 - Create Minimum 10-fect wide Canal Buffer/or Filter Strips.

	Create a canal buffer or filter strip to help reduce loading from stormwater runoff to the canals. This can be done by not mowing canal banks within  a  minimum  of 10 feet of the  canal, or by using alternative mechanisms that accomplish the same goal. Mowing and maintenance activities should be done in such a way to prevent grass clippings from  getting into the canals where they can decompose and add nutrients.


	Report: Width and locations (or percentage of canal banks that include a buffer strip) of vegetated buffer strip. Type and location of any alternative methods of canal buffer or filter strips.



Specfal District Comments:

Robe St. Lucie Conservancy District - Proposed BMP 2 is not acceptable to HSLCO. A more site-specific a1ternative would be the Backsloping of  canal  maintenance  berms  to  reduce loading from stormwater runoff to the canals. This can be  done  by  re-grading  the berms to re-direct runoff inward to the property that will accomplish the same goal as designating a buffer strip to reduce loading.  Mowing and maintenance activities  will be done  in such a way to prevent grass clippings from getting into the canals  where  they  can decompose and add nutrients.

	Report: Width and locations (or percentage of canal banks that include backsloping) of Maintenance berms.


Pal-Mar Water Control District - Proposed BMP 2 is no longer relevant as a major landowner in the District, the SFWMD, discontinued to pay their annual benefit tax.  All mowing has been discontinued.

FDEP Proposed BMP 3 - Assistance 10 FDACS with identifying and contacting property owners for the purpose of Enrollment in BMP Programs.

	Assist FDACS, where needed, with identifying and contacting producers within the district boundar-ies for purposes of participating in the relevant FDACS BMP program .


	Report: Number oflandowners contacted to assist FDACS, and the names of landowners


Special District Comments:

Hobe St. Lucie Conservancy District - Proposed BMP 3 is acceptable to the HSLCD.

Pal-Mar Water Control District-Proposed BMP 3 is acceptable to the PMWCD.

FDEP Proposed BMP 4 -Maintain Existing Water Control Structures

	Maintain the Hobe Sound Polo Club BMP treatment train facilities.


	Report: Operation and maintenance that occurred.

Special District Comments:

Robe St. Lucic Conservancy Distict - Proposed BMP 4 is reasonable and acceptable to
HSLCD.

Pal-Mar Water Control Distirct - Proposed BMP 4 is not appropdate as the lands within Pal-Mar Water Control District are proposed to be kept as natural and only minimal structural operations are possible or should occur.
C	HIGGINS ENGINEERING, INC.
Pal-Mar Water Control District BMP Plan
for
St. Lucie Basin Management Action Plan December 2019


The Pal-Mar Water Control District (PMWCD) is a Chapter 298 District established in 1968, and presently codified pursuant to Chapter 2005-339. The  PMWCD  encompasses  approximately 22,500 acres of agricultural and suburban lands within Palm Beach and Martin Counties. The PMWCD collects stormwater runoff and discharges the runoff into canals flowing to the St. Lucie Canal (C-44) via a natural slough system in Martin County. The canals and rights of way are maintained by the PMWCD.
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There are no known agricultural producers enrolled within the PMWCD on file with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS). All stormwater entering  the  PMWCD canals is likely to be subject to the FDACS program. The PMWCD receives runoff from the lands within the landowners and transmits the flow to discharge points. This practice does not increase the nutrient load in the runoff. The PMWCD is proposing Best Management Practices (BMP 's) to remove nutrients from vegetation and sediment through the natural filtration process through natural vegetation .
4623 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite 113
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The PMWCD proposes that the listed BMP's will be implemented and reported as activity-based strategies. A specific allocation or nutrient reduction target will not be established. Rather the PMWCD's activities will serve to assist in the control of nutrients as part of the efforts described in the Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP). Implementation of the BMP's shall provide compliance with the BMAP and Chapters 373 and 403 F.S.

In selecting the BMP's, in coordination with the (Florida Department of Environmental Protection) FDEP; the function , operation and budget of the PMWCD has been considered and these listed BMP's should not be considered as cost-effective, technically practical or applicable to any other water control district within the BMAP. Each BMP includes a description and the  required reporting.

The PMWCD will provide FDEP an annual report confirming these activities are as identified below. Detailed records of same will be kept in the PMWCD's offices.

	Regular sediment removal from the main canals.


Description: The PMWCD shall not include as part of its annual maintenance program the removal of sediment while taking care to avoid creating steep banks that would erode and add sediments into the canals. Since the lands within PMWCD are to be kept as natural and undeveloped , no sedimentation should occur or require to be removed.

Report: Regular maintenance activities - No significant maintenance is expected on an annual basis because of the " natu ral" conditions on-site and the inability of the PMWCD to fund such activities due to the non-payment of major property owners, such as the SFWMD, of their annual benefit assessments.

	FDACS BMP Assistance


Description: The PMWCD will provide assistance to the FDACS, when requested. The PMWCD will identify any current landowner or producer and their contact information based  on  the PMWCD records of their possible enrollment in the FDACS BMP Program. The PMWCD will contact any landowners identified by FDACS to encourage the landowner or  producer  to  participate in the FDACS BMP programs and recommend they contact  FDACS  to learn  more about the program.

Report: Number of landowners/producer information requested by FDACS and responses provided.

	Nutrient Controls


Description: No nutrients impo1ied via direct land application for application on the PMWCD rights of way is anticipated.

Report: Annual verification by PMWCD.
	Control Structures


Description: Maintain existing water control structures to regulate storm water discharges during storm events and to allow the slow movement of nutrients and sediments which will allow them to settle out in the canals where they can be removed. Evaluate the cost benefit impact of new structures as identified to improve water quality.

Report: Structure type, location , and operation. Identify proposed structures analyzed and the results.
S.LR.
Administrators, LLC
	Stanford Place I • 8055 East Tufts Avenue, Suite 600 • Denver, CO 80237 • {303) 867-9608
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CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT #

REGULAR and CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUEST #:

November 12, 2019


Pal-Mar Water Control District Attention: Frances Wares
C/0 Special District Services, Inc. 2501A Burns Road
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
 9171 9690 0935 0239 8346 64


Re:		Claim No.: Insured: Claimant Agreement No.: Loss Date: Carrier:
 FDC000153
Pal-Mar Water Control District Martin County
100117036 effective 10/ 1/201 7-10/l /2018
4/17/2018
Florida Insurance Alliance


Dear Ms. Wares:.

SIR Adm inistrators LLC is the Third-Party Claims Administrator for Florida lnsmance Alliance which issued Public Officials Liability agreement to Pal-Mar .

As we advised in our reservation of rights letter to you that your policy only provides defense coverage up to the $100,000.00 limit. In this letter we advised that The Public Officials Fonn in your policy specifically excludes claims related to tax assessment , however, the Non-Monetary coverage section provides $100,000.00 limit of defense. The non-monetary limit is a per occurrence and aggregate, inclusive of expenses for defense costs on claims seeking relief or redress in aTJ.Y form other than monetary. It was explained that we will provide defense up to the non-monetary limit as addressed in the policy,

At this time we have paid $87,846.29 to Roberts, Reynolds , Bedard & Tuzzio PLLC for your defense on the above listed claim.

We have $12,153.71 remaining under the non-monetary  limit of your policy.

lf you believe FIA's position is incorrect or that FIA does not have complete information, please advise Network Adjusters immediately so that we may review and evaluate any additional information, facts or contentions that you feel would lead to coverage under your policy with FIA.
Sincerely ,
file_6.jpg







Ash le y Whelan General Adjuster
SIR Adm inistrators, LLC on behalf of Florida Insurance Alliance awbelan@networkadjusters.com
Direct (719) 309•2469






The state of Florida by statute 817.234 requires that we tell you: "Any pe rson who knowingly and with intent to injure, defraud, or deceive any insurance company, files a statement of  claim  containing  any false, incomplete, or misleading info nn a tion, is guilty of a felony Ul the third degree. "
























Page 12






35	36


--  -
I I
!I!
0	.........	-	1:1
!!!	--1
,c,ua.   ,......




z0







PRO.JECT SPECIF"IC NOTES:
11THIS SURVEY ODES NOT REPRESENT A BOUNDARY
SURVEY, IT IS A SPECIF"IC PURPOSE SURVEY ONLY, SHOWING CULVERT CROSSINGS IN A PORTION CF"
SECTIONS 1□· 1 5 ANO 19•30, TOWNSHIP 40 SOUTH,
RANGE 40 EAST, MARTIN COUNTY, F"L O R ID A .
	THE ELEVATIONS SHOWN HEREON ARE BASED ON AN ASSUMED DATUM CF" 1DO. OD F"EET AT THE CENTERLINE OF' EACH CROSSING,
	THE SURVEY DEPICTED  HEREON  15  NOT  COVERED  BY P R□F'ES S IO N AL LIABILITY INSURANCE.
	UNLESS  SHOWN  OTHERWISE,   ALL   MEASUREMENTS SHOWN HEREON ARE CALCULATED(C) AND MEAS U RE D <M l ,
	SURVEYOR WAS NOT PROVIDED WITH ANY TITLE

IN F"□ R  M  A  Tl  □ N   FOR    THIS  PARCEL.  SURVEYOR  ASSUMES NC RESPONSIBILITY DR LIABILITY F"□ R THE ACCURACY CF"
EASEMENT DIMENSIONS SHOWN HEREON, THERE MAY BE OTHER EASEMENTS DR RESTRICTIONS THAT EF"F"ECTTHIS PARCEL.
6J INTERJOR IMPROVEMENTS. IF" A N Y:,. WERE NOT LOCATEO
AS P A RT OF' THIS SURVEY..
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C	HIGGINS ENGINEERING, INC.

MEMORANDUM


TO: FROM: RE:
 
Pal-Mar WCD Board of Supervisors

Robert W. Higgins,

Meeting with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
 December 19, 2019

In December 2019, I met with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation (FWC) at their regional headquarters off from Northlake Boulevard. In attendance were the regional director, Tom Reinert, Donny Moore, and four others. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss access by Pal-Mar Water Control District (WCD) in particular, through their access gates. After I reviewed some of the history of Pal-Mar with them I discussed the fact that there are numerous rights of ways and easements within Pal-Mar WCD with sole dedications to Pal-Mar WCD. The District should have the right to access these rights of ways and easements without any impediments. I did point out that there are some easements particularly in the northeast quadrant that were dedicated to the public, one of which is a levee easement that should have been dedicated to Pal-Mar WCD. This particular easement needs to be viewed differently than the various other canal and levee easements within the District.

I then stated that we were in the process of looking for ways to improve the flow of water from the west to the east which may include removal of plugs in the various canals. They did not appear to have any objection to this.

The meeting concluded with the FWC stating that we could  gain  access  through  any  of their gates upon proper notification of them.  If you have any  questions  on the above,  please feel free  to give me a call.


RWH:ts 08-20
Cc: Mike McElligott Mary Viator, Esq.









4623 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite 113
(561) 439-7807
 


Water Resources - Environmental
 West Palm Beach, FL 33415 FAX (561) 439-0026
From: Zach
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2019 6:04 AM
To: Mary M Viator <viator@caldwellpacetti.com>; 'Betsy S Burden' <burden@caldwellpacetti.com>
Cc: Rene Griffith (reneg@beamanbuyland.com) <reneg@beamanbuyland.com>
Subject: FW: Palm Beach Heights ‐ Gate 1 Keys Good Morning,
Please see below email from FWC. According to their Regional Operations Manager, FWC will be prohibiting vehicular access on the easement that runs from Pratt Whitney to Palmar (copy attached), and is the only access for landowners. In my opinion, this is a fight between the Landowners and FWC. However, FWC is making this decision based on information from Palmar Water Control District, and is giving Palmar as the reason for the change to Landowners. This is concerning.

Palmar does not restrict vehicular access over any ingress/egress easements, which include the perimeter levees. As per the below email, FWC will be prohibiting vehicular access on those easements by not issuing keys to its gates.

Based upon the last meeting, it is clear to me that the Palmar Board does not intend to restrict property owners’ access to their properties over ingress/egress easements. FWC is putting words in the Palmar Boards mouth, and I believe it will likely result in Palmar being named in a suit against FWC.

I think that it is appropriate to advise FWC of Palmar’s intentions not to restrict vehicular access to Property Owners’ properties, only on certain canal banks, before the beginning of the year. If one landowner is denied vehicular access to one of their properties for one day, Palmar Board stands the risk of being named in a lawsuit. I think it is very important to avoid this!

Thoughts?
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From: Rene Griffith <reneg@beamanbuyland.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019 2:28 PM To: Zach <Zach@beamanbuyland.com> Subject: FW: Palm Beach Heights ‐ Gate 1 Keys
file_20.jpg



From: Moore, Donald <Donald.Moore@MyFWC.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2019 10:57 AM To: Rene Griffith <reneg@beamanbuyland.com> Subject: RE: Palm Beach Heights ‐ Gate 1 Keys

Good morning Rene,

For calendar year 2020, FWC will renew access permits for entry to Hungryland WEA from non-designated entry points for individuals who own properties in the gate 1 and gate 7 sections of Palm Beach Heights and can provide valid proof of ownership. Pal-Mar Water Control District has restricted vehicular access on the works of the District (berms, levees) beyond the gates and access is limited to hiking, biking and equestrian. Therefore, Palm Beach Heights property owners will not need keys for the FWC locks on these gates, as access around the gates is possible via foot, bicycle, or horseback.

Our Legal Department has reviewed the documents you provided and maintains the position that in order for a dedicated public easement to become valid, the public must accept the easement. These easements were never accepted by the public. It is our understanding that Martin County is assessing the situation and may at some point modify their position regarding access/easements on County-owned lands in this area.

Regards,

Donny Moore
Regional Operations Manager – South Region Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 8535 Northlake Blvd.
West Palm Beach, Florida 33412 Phone: 561-882-5757
Mobile: 561-252-9027
Fax: 561-625-5129
Email: Donald.Moore@myFWC.com
From: Rene Griffith <reneg@beamanbuyland.com>
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 3:54 PM
To: Moore, Donald <Donald.Moore@MyFWC.com>
Subject: Palm Beach Heights ‐ Gate 1 Keys

 [EXTERNAL SENDER] Use Caution opening links or attachments	
Donny:

I hope that you have had a good week. We have received some phone calls and communication of rumors that FWC was restricting access to from Prat Whitney to Pal Mar and/or will be pulling the keys to Gate 1. As you know, we are selling land in Palm Beach Heights and have not been informed of such. Attached please find the public easement from Prat Whitney into Palm Beach Heights and the Pal Mar Water District. Please advise as to these rumors. Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Best Regards,
file_21.jpg




1 • d
Page 




file_22.jpg

V
-.
-
'• ·: ,

·i,


.:. . ·. i
I
' •• .. ..·-
' '



nat	llWY.N L. Ml.DX) ';t"ON a.■· Trust••• blllnar tile owner a,sd
I  holder  of  the  fee  aimple  Lida 'to1  •nd A_OY   l.  JJ,U:IIJ(;AN lNIHJSTIUES  INC. 1
; • Delaware eor_pcr•tion, beln1 the holder of I. ftlclr t1 a.1■ an, il.ll of th ■ l &ncl■
..
..	.heralna.ft•r 4c• 1d:· 'bcd, ia-wi t:
 
. ,... i .
..  ·-·
-   •u•mat ?0 1'• baz'!I-I■  •  •1reu,  111:IV.d.,-...;' ' and    ·
 I   • .•   ► .
'
.• rama 1• llf. DO fae1: l"D wl«b, tla■ E ■■t Ua ■ •t ,wh,hh
..
	wlU be  Jlui .Ea 11n, 0£  -, acil:1011,. i a .    Tvwaa'bip  40_.	le.I/•

,  Sntb.  ll  I• 41Z&•t•  Ninth  &ail  Wut   DI' Stat•;
Rna:a·s:..11•1.
■
An e■ a e1n ent f r in,ar•••• •1roaa. u.Witi-, ■1111
file_23.jpg



.dral11•1•  50. DO feet la  width,  the  North line af
wblch t  Gia	North U.aa af Sectlaa 11.  Ta wn■b lp
 

	·I,·

. .. .
 ·  ,.o .s-dl,  aa..• 1•:  •  1 E i.:■t,    Naz:tl:iq. ·
Raad S-Tl1.	•
 •  'W•n ol. 8 &■.t e
 
file_24.jpg



	' '


An ■a ■■m e n.t lo.- inai-11••• ■l l"• • • • lltllitl••• and clratn&a:e 60. 00 feet ln jwtdth, t'he GenterU.n.• al wMclt.-b ttLc SO\lth ll11 ■· a f th• North Half (1/Z)•oJ Ssction  18,  1'nwnehlp  40 Scnarh,  1hn.a, 41  Ea■ NHtll and WHt al St•te .B.oad S-711.
I
 
' .; ,;.,. - :....
	' .

..
..-
•· :·'
! aealr• to ■a t -forth 'h•rcin .ana aec-11.r• Ule fallowing -·••Unt far r'-abt af-
1	•
file_25.jpg


'··.:  ...,.
. way, road PUl' po H ■• duina.1• l11cid1nt&l thereto and po'blic utUitliu ia la.or
I   C	the	1 ua■r al public,, eaen :a:nd a,,ery Craai:o• and theJr hetra, •vec:■■■ or s .
l
,  pe 1H1n - r epr- ■u 1t atl ve• &ad a s■l.1111 ,  tbe  State of Florida, ai,cl a.ny political	. . .
file_26.jpg



1ubdivl1ia11 tbe'reaf,   and do sr   ■l\ t  in ·eo, mect io11 thuewil.ll  the f'QU  ris)lt •ud
I
I	•	•
&Rlhodty tv OH ■al a e &H ffl ■nt tor all pr opcr ' jnar pc,H ■ above re.fa-red io .. '
., ■u  lt. • • • ■rn.... :n    'b a1   var and aer   o■•  th•    ■ho v■ de ■e.ao.lbed r   ■- l  •.•t • lyi:111"   a	'b1ln9  ln  Martln  .Cour,r.y,   Florida.  a.nd. ffl.OI'■ p&S"tlcularly  ■e t  lortli  ■l,o -    . TO HAVE A.'11> TO  HOLD t'h■ ••m u..la O.• 1&1.d 1 .. •r	public,
file_27.jpg

. . ;
file_28.jpg



tha Slat• OS: Flciii:: and all polhlcal subdlvidona thereof, a&ch a11d ■v •r r





I•

file_29.jpg



file_30.jpg




Page 

file_31.bin







,',
 ....
 




	I

lN WlTN:ESS WHERl:01", tka undc'l'.dgnod h vc hor•unto

t'hel.r h•nd• arid •••l• thi■	ay    col March.  1,,1.
 
file_32.jpg




-··
liu ... .·
. . , •-.- :
- · . ·-



'  .







4



STATE OF ,F LO B.l":Jt,. ,
 
)
ss.
..,
 COtJNl'T  OF	)







_,.....	
 ,...-...,.. 

STATE OF FLOR.IDA
.t.
 
)
)	. ss.
COUNTY OF PALM :BEACH )
l HEUBY C£n.T!ii"Y that, on thi• clay. 'aolorct nr1'"• en olli-r ih.ly
..uthadud  in the S.t&te  and   CCl\lll     --.W   U  J.ld  to tak• &	_wl, !la.m!..n·•	per ■o nal J
appaaud  .	,m m."'.'1!':il!:::xm	_,..d	El,U ;r  t!!:TUIM	-
file_33.jpg

file_34.jpg

file_35.jpg

w•U lmown to me I. b• the Vf.ce P•e.aithn, a.1'd.\sSU',•AJ:T S!CU' --l.i"Lt
...·. ..
r•specliV4!1y  oi  ll.OY>..1..    lC.A.N  JNJ)USTR.as,   lNC•.	a  D•l•-.-.•  eorpo-.a.tio.,.





...	.
 anlll lhai thay • • v• • l l y ac:l..11owledJ•d e:xecoUn: the ■un e t.n th• p r H ■11ce ol twa su'bscdblnl wttae•••• lrety and. vol11,11,ta.rily u.nder &\ltharlty  d\l\y vast.ell  in  them 'by sal.4 cor,oration •nd that tb•  •••1 affix.ell th e:t·• to b	th• U"Ue aozporate H-.l a! ••id carporatiafl.	·
file_36.jpg

file_37.jpg

t ch 1 A. t>. lta.a.
, .    '?  r t;":Tl:   d!	,	• - ' "• •;,!; .
•-,.,('.!   •	J ' .0.
;  .y.    /.
,t··  •	'
.
..... . .
.... .
• ' •
WITNESS zny hand ud o!flcial H&l i.n the County a..nd Stat• la.at
al• rc■ai	this .ll!h,_ day t A

file_38.jpg



l _M y Ca'l'l'lnLi••Lo,. :e:... :;,,i; r oa:
 : ,,  .
file_39.jpg

- 	!. t
;..

.
:.    1

file_40.bin


Pal Mar Water Control District
Budget vs. Actual
October through November 2019




Oct - Nov 19

19/20 Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget
Ordinary Income/Expense







Income







363.100 · O & M Assessments
20,354.99

478,165.00

-457,810.01

4.26%
363.830 · Assessment Fees
-405.41

-9,563.00

9,157.59

4.24%
363.831 · Assessment Discounts
-812.10

-19,127.00

18,314.90

4.25%
369.401 · Interest Income
167.75

480.00

-312.25

34.95%
512.999 · Uncollectable Assessments
0.00

-340,116.00

340,116.00

0.0%
Total Income
19,305.23

109,839.00

-90,533.77

17.58%
Gross Profit
19,305.23

109,839.00

-90,533.77

17.58%
Expense







511.122 · Payroll Taxes (Admin)
19.13

100.00

-80.87

19.13%
511.131 · Supervisors Fees
250.00

1,200.00

-950.00

20.83%
511.310 · Engineering
10,359.45

30,000.00

-19,640.55

34.53%
511.311 · Management Fees
4,000.00

24,000.00

-20,000.00

16.67%
511.315 · Legal Fees
16,871.26

26,000.00

-9,128.74

64.89%
511.318 · Assessment/Tax Roll
0.00

5,000.00

-5,000.00

0.0%
511.320 · Audit Fees
0.00

5,300.00

-5,300.00

0.0%
511.450 · Insurance
5,251.00

6,350.00

-1,099.00

82.69%
511.480 · Legal Advertisements
0.00

1,600.00

-1,600.00

0.0%
511.512 · Miscellaneous
247.49

3,000.00

-2,752.51

8.25%
511.513 · Postage and Delivery
16.60

2,300.00

-2,283.40

0.72%
511.514 · Office Supplies
230.60

2,400.00

-2,169.40

9.61%
511.515 · Website Management Fee
250.00

1,500.00

-1,250.00

16.67%
511.540 · Dues, License & Subscriptions
175.00

175.00

0.00

100.0%
511.999 · Contingency
8,665.24

914.00

7,751.24

948.06%
Total Expense
46,335.77

109,839.00

-63,503.23

42.19%
Net Ordinary Income
-27,030.54

0.00

-27,030.54

100.0%
Net Income
-27,030.54

0.00

-27,030.54

100.0%


Bank Balance As Of 11/30/19
$ 199,019.35
Investment Acct Balance As Of 11/30/19
$	41,184.18
Accounts Payable As Of 11/30/19
$	21,039.65
Accounts Receivable As Of 11/30/19
$	-
Total Fund Balance As Of 11/30/19
$ 219,163.88
Page 30
Page 1 of 1

9:10 AM
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Accrual Basis
 Pal Mar Water Control District
Custom Transaction Detail Report
November 1 through December 18, 2019


Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
 	Legal Fees	









Total Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Higgins Engineering, Inc.
 	Engineering Fees	



Total Higgins Engineering, Inc.
Special District Services, Inc.
 	Management Fees	



Total Special District Services, Inc.

 	Misellaneous	
Department of Economic Opportunity


Total Department of Economic Opportunity
PBN (Newspaper)


Total PBN (Newspaper)
Ruth Pietruszewski, Tax Collector






Total Ruth Pietruszewski, Tax Collector
Treasure Coast Newspapers


Total Treasure Coast Newspapers


TOTAL
 
Bill Pmt -Check
11/01/2019
1658
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator

14,142.82

Bill
11/12/2019
127864
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Legal Services Thru 11.12.19


3,802.50
Bill
11/15/2019
127865
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Legal Services Thru 11.15.19


4,542.00
Bill
11/19/2019
127863
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Legal Services Thru 11.18.19


3,779.76
Bill
11/25/2019
127916
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Legal Service Nov 2019


22.50
Bill
11/27/2019
127914
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Legal Service Nov 2019


395.00
Bill
11/27/2019
127915
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator
Legal Service Nov 2019


2,065.74
Bill Pmt -Check
12/01/2019
1664
Caldwell Pacetti Edwards Schoech & Viator

12,124.26







26,267.08

14,607.50

Bill Pmt -Check

11/13/2019

1663

Higgins Engineering, Inc.

Engineer Services 09.16.19-10.15.19

6,191.95


Bill
11/15/2019
1596
Higgins Engineering, Inc.
Engineer Services 10.16.19-11.15.19


4,167.50
Bill Pmt -Check
12/01/2019
1665
Higgins Engineering, Inc.
Engineer Services 10.16.19-11.15.19
4,167.50







10,359.45

4,167.50

Bill Pmt -Check

11/01/2019

1660

Special District Services, Inc.

Management Fees Oct 2019

2,377.29


Bill
11/30/2019
2019-3184
Special District Services, Inc.
Management Fees Nov 2019


2,264.65
Bill Pmt -Check
12/01/2019
1667
Special District Services, Inc.
Management Fees Nov 2019
2,264.65







4,641.94

2,264.65


Bill Pmt -Check


11/13/2019


1662


Department of Economic Opportunity


Invoice #73710 FY 2019/2020


175.00







175.00

0.00

Bill Pmt -Check

11/01/2019

1659

PBN (Newspaper)


447.20







447.20

0.00

Bill

12/01/2019

Alt ID:70669

Ruth Pietruszewski, Tax Collector

Non-Ad Valorem Assessments



91.34
Bill
12/01/2019
Alt ID:74562
Ruth Pietruszewski, Tax Collector
Non-Ad Valorem Assessments


182.88
Bill
12/01/2019
Alt ID: 71075
Ruth Pietruszewski, Tax Collector
Non-Ad Valorem Assessments


387.75
Bill Pmt -Check
12/01/2019
1666
Ruth Pietruszewski, Tax Collector

661.97







661.97

661.97

Bill Pmt -Check

11/01/2019

1661

Treasure Coast Newspapers

432676

275.31







275.31

0.00













42,827.95

21,701.62

Type	Date	Num	Name	Memo	Debit	Credit
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